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Another year ! The ^"e^y rapid revolution 

of our passing years, and th& appsrentlj mareasing 
velocity with which they si?cceed one another,*^ has. 
rendered this announcement so common-placey thaS 
it scaicB awakeus a deep emotion in any breast. 
And ye^ could vre cause to pass before our mind?, 
true and vivid images of all the scenes which have 
f been enacted on one plantaHon in th& far South since 
our last annivenary, and could we rauUiply them by 
the number of plantations where similar scenes hava 
transpired, we could no longer think or speak lightly 
of the transition of a single year. Its moments, 
measured b>y suSering, would be lengthened into 
hours, its days into years. With ns it has paeseiS 
joyously, on Mght wings, and with none to molest or 
make us afraid, we have met to exchange the glad 
congratulations of freemen, and t«> parlake of its 
closing festivities, or, rather and better *ar, have made 
those festive hows a season of'dilige^it labi^ and 
earnest pleading for the slave. It is well thae^ we 
ghodd .ask, limi Iil2 it pasosd 'w ith hiisa, aEsd that ug 
should reflect long and seriously upon the sad reply 
which will be borne to us, in visions of desolated 
homes and beokea hearts and darkened intellects, ©f 
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iasense physical soffering, and the kesaar anguish 
pfoducod by the sundering of the holiest ties of life. 
Is is Well imt we should often ponder these things in 
our hearts, lest the apathy which pervades a large 
part of the community should steal over us, and we 
should begin to think that the victims of slavery have 
become accustomed to its endurance, as we have to 
the recital of its horrors. It is well that we should 
pause, at this season, and suffer these impressions to 
he deepened on our souls, that we may gird ourselves 
for the new year, with the zeal and ardor of neo- 
phytes, combined with the stronger faith and de- 
termined purpose, won from a long experience of 
^rials and labors. * 

In the retrospect of the last year, we see cheering 
evidence of the progress of our cause, fully proving 
that they who have labored for its promotion, have 
not spent their strength in vain. It is true that we 
haye, as in former years, seen the helpless slave stand- 
ing at the doors of ecclesiastical Conventions, As- 
samblies and Conferences, imploring succor from those 
who were powerful to give it, and have witnessed 
the cruel denial or the reluctant granting of a meager 
pittance; it is true that we have seen the American 
pan glad!y bestowing their highest honors on the 
slave's oppressor, yet we also discern othe? and bet- 
ter --aigns of the times." The anti-slavery spirit ha^^ 
peiitlrated nearly all. our great northern institutions^^ 



and though it enconnters mthiia them poweyfal aad 
Seree opposition, still it is there, busy at the work of 
esorcising its antagonist. It is no triiing evidence 
of the strength of our cause, that the discussions 
which most engross the attention and occupy the time 
of our large ecclesiastical conventions, are frequently 
those relative to the subject of slavery j and although 
their result has not been" such as truth and justice de- 
manded, and although some to whc m the advocacy 
of the slave's cause was committed, proved, in the 
trial hour, not wholly faithful to their trust, yet much 
was gained for the right, and it was evident, to a 
watchful observer, that elements are at work within ' 
these organisations which will purify them from 
slavery, or rend them asuiider. And not in the church 
alone do we see tokens of an improving public senti- 
ment. TherecentmovementsinCongressclearlyreveaK 
the encouraging fact that statesmen, who carefully 
watch the national pulse, have observed some indica- 
tions of returning health, and feel compelled, however 
reluctantly, to be guided by them. These tMngs, ia 
which we gratefully rejoice to-day, are the natural 
result of causes put in operation by a dauntless Mend 
of th^ sliave, many years ago, and which have been 
continued and Increased, until the p?es8iit~4isae ry' 
the muUitudes who have flocked around the auti- 
sWWry standard. The preaching of the tfutk, the 
'simple, uncompromising truth, and its appUcation to 



great- ageaeyg la; this \Z3 In otlie?, r«3fo3"0i3j an^m its 
. poS0My thia.Society Ssavo fallasad'iandimmished coe- 
SdencQ.'. The;,WQapons wi£h which they. would aid 
as cayrying on this warfare, ar© those which were 
adopted hy the early abolitionistSy eleven years since ; 
oven **the oppositioc of s ^ i pirfty to inoralcor- 
, s-dption^rthe destmction ol by the potency of 

t ...... 

Sruth—the o¥er£htow of prejuadiea by the power of 
love.'' By the use of such instrumentalities, ordained 
by God and tested by the experience of ages, do we 
hope for success, for we . measure not strength by 

. numbers, in a warfare where one can chase a thou- 
sand, and two put ten thousand to flight." 

As we look for the accomplishment of our object, 
only through the renovation of public sentiment, we 
deem that it would be worse than useless to expend • 
our time and energies in propelling the machinery of 

.political parties, for we are well aware that until the 
public mind is rectified, political parties can do 
little for us, and when it is rectified, they will be, as 
now, but its esponents. Our work is to assist, as 
much as possible, in this renovation. In its efforts to 
de thus, this Society has, during the past year, borne 
a decide^ testimony against the practice, too common 
among'abolittomstSj of giving a solemn pledge of sup- 
port to the system of American slavery, while ii^ 

. legalised ^by the. statutes:of Southerii states, -iti prd(?r. 
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to ©Mam '^:©\7Q? to GlsfillGiiig opssSilye ■ , iX^ a'Ciaicil 
m'Sails-igp fesM- Sa^So 12^^ 1844^ thQ SasisSy ai®f tsd 

EeBoh'eds That ' this 'Sfidet^r tieaslily c®-d|j3?at£3 
-^KTith the Americaa Anti-§Iave?jr Society^ m, its pse- 
sent measures for the promotion of our caucd^ aud 
that our infiueiice shall es@7t@d m support ®f the. 
doctrine that £|iboUtioms£s caa cosislsSeutlir have no 
union wltii slaveholdersj by voting for oMcqis, who 
must swear to support the coostiMtloEi of -the Usiitsi 
Slates. ^ . .. 

Granting that the pfedge thi^ given, personsllj ot 

by proxy, would secure the desked powerj and that 

power; thus obtained^ would \y& righteoMy OEerted^ 

we know no principle of ethics which will justify 

such a promise, save that which teaches the doing * 

' of e¥il that good may come. A vow of adherence to 
a compact admitted to be unrighteous and oppre^i^e,* 
for the 3ake of fancied good results, is so palpably 
inconsistent with the law of rights that the delusive 
influences which can justify it iatheeyesof areformer, 

. must be powerful indeed. It may be asked, why 
was not the discovery sooner made by aboi- tioaists, 
that such is the character of ^e Hnited States Con- 
stitution, and that it is a barrier to the process of the 
anti-slavery enterprise ? The question is easily an- 
swered. They who attempt the reformation of p*o^ 
pular abusesj never perceive kt the outset all the diC 
Hculties which lie in their patlj, or all thar the trae 

application of tl^eir principles will sequirs of theis- 
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- ^kes ;py ptiiess, ; As tU^y progrfs^s, step by step, in 
.theiff^ arduow course, a&sailm^ and removing^ one 
Isamer afie? a-nother^ pursuing from one' hidiog-place 
to aEother^ the. evil they combat^ they find new fields 
of laboff unexpectedly opening before them^ new 
ilJutias and sacrifices never, anticipated, demaaded of 
them, by their own erect and lofty standarci. The 
spirit of slavery during the last ten years has fortified 
itself with various defences, and assumed numberless 
disguises^ to baffle the strength or elude the vigilance 
of if^ enemies; when driven from one citadel, it has 
found another refuge ; and when an Ithuriel spear has 
unmasked it, it has quickly stolen , the garb of another 
ang^l of light. The fact that abolitionists have been 
slow to perceive that the constitution of the United 
States afibrded it shelter, may be attributed to the un- 
due veneration with which that instrument has been 
^regarded by the American people. From our nation's 
birth, it has been sanctified io their eyes, as the pair 
ladium of their liberties, until it is deemed sacrilege 
to speak of it, save in reverential, tones. Thus vene- 
rated, it has had power tO/impart a portion of its own 
sancti^ to the vilest system of oppression,'and its re- 
quisitions that the fugitive slave shall be returned to 
Ills opprassar, and that the nofthern fre.emaa shsii be 
pledged to suppress southern insurrection, ha.ve: been 
honored by the appellatiop of a. "sacred compact," 
and we have heard>'£rom a hjgh place of power in 



oui* iaaij thsf iilspous inqmjy, address to tHe sbo*. 
litionist, f< Vain manl who told you that Gcd^s or- 
dinances are; higher thaa the laws of man ?" and 
irop another source, not less influential, the bold as- 
serjioii, that wSile human statutes exist, they should 
be honored and obeyed, although they do contravene 
the law of Ood. When such a state of things exists 
among us, it is time that abolitionists should lift thms 
voices in solemn remonstrance against human laws 
and constitutions and compacts, however ancient and 
venerated, which violate the immutable, eternal prin- 
ciples of right. If we have been slow in discovering 
the character of some of these, we will seek to repair 
the deficiency, by our zeal and diligence in opposing 
them, now that the discovery is made. 

There is another ailiance with slavery, a^inst 
which this Society desires to bear a practical testi- 
mony. It consists in supplying the slaveholder with 
the chief inducement to keep his slaves in bondage, 
by purchasing the products of their labor. As it 
would be impossible for him to derive pecuniary gain 
from the system, if he could find no consumers of 
such products, it is evident that it iS they who Enable 
V him to continue his oppression, and we deeply regret 
the lamentable fact J that among such are many true- 
liearted though inconsistent abolitionists. 

During the past year, we have, as usual, circulated 
petitions to Congress and our State legislature, the 
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former asking that the constitution and iaws of t|ie 
United States may be so amended that citizens of 
PennsylvsEiia shall be released from all participation 
in the support of American slavery," and that slaves 
shall not be compelled " to return for the purpose of 
residence, to any state where She laws prevent such 
slave from being taught to read the bible;" and the 
latter asking for the repeal of "the law whereby 
slaves brought into Pennsylvania by their masters, 
may be here detained in involuntary servitude for 
the space of six months." 

The prosperity which has this year attended our 
Fair, as also, the degree of success with which the 
God of the oppressed has attended any of pur efforts, 
demands our fervent gratitude, and should incite to 
increased diligence. 

We address ourselves to the labors of the future, 
full of hope and encouragement. We see the 
precious seed of anti-slavery truth, sown in former 
years, springing up around us, and we believe that 
from that which we now go forth to sow, we shali at 
some future day, gather a rich harvest. We know 
that we are weak, and that the evil which we would 
destroy is mighty, but our weapons are mighty and 
will prevail. Let not the oppressor laugh in fancied 
security at our attempts to overthrow gigantic insti- 
tutions, only by the utterance of the words of truth. 
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They have HBdermitied and demolished many a 
stronghold of sin, 

"Words are weai.on8, better, ttswrj 

Sharper than the battle s^ord ! 
Strong agakist the evil-docr, 

With the server of the Lord I 

'« Words hive shaken th3 foundations 

Of old empires '«'ide and strong, 
And cost down the kings and nations 

From the thrones of pride and wrong. 

Earnest words for freedom spoken, 
Make the blind and bondman brave, 
' And the might of words hath broken. 
E'en the fottera of the slave 

We have the promise of the God of truth that His 
word shall not return unto Him void. Therefore 
will we utter it freely, boldly, trustingly. We rejoice 
that the country is agitated witli the discussion of 
slavery in its ipany bearings on our civil and religSbus 
interests, both domestic and foreign. That in high 
places and low throughout our land, it is the topic of 
familiar conversation and serious thought. W© re- 
joice that abolitionists are earnestly inquiring what 
Slew duties and sacrifices are required of them, and 
by what means they may best promote the cause of 
freedom. In these things we read the doom of 
slavery. It may be that from among aorthern fees- 
men, other victims may be calected loi- sackiflcs oo. 
its bloody altar, that other abolitionists Kfiay be in- 



oareerated in iu dungeons with those already mSev- 
iag thete the penalty, meted to them by " ikefreesi 
people on earth'' for the crime of assisting their fel- 
low mm to obtain their birth-right of liberty. But 
these mad eSbrts to prolong its existence will but 
hasten its destruction. We know that its days are 
numbered. To a few more years of arduous toil, to 
peril or suffering, if it await us, we gladly de-, 
vote ourselves, with the firm and cheering hope that, 
over its fail and utter ruin, we shall soon hear the 
glad shout of the esulting eai:th, and the rejoicing 
song of heaven. 
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CONSTITUTION 

OS- THE PHiLA9SlS>IIM. 

FEMALE ANTI.SLAVEIc:r SOCIETY. 



Whskeas, more than two millioafe of our fellow coun- 
erymen, of these United States^ areheld in abject bondage ; 
ana wbereas, wie believe lixat siavery and prejudice against 
color are contrary to the laws of Qod, andto theprind- 
piles of QUE far-famed declaration of independence, and 
recognising the right of the slave to immediate emancipa-> 
tion ; we deem it our duty to manifest our abhorrence of 
the flagrant injustice and deep sin of slavery, by united 
and vigorous exertions for its speedy removal, and for the 
restoration of the people of color to their inalienable rights. 
For these purposes, we the undersign'ed agree to associate 
ourselves under the name of "The Phuuadelpsia Fehals 
AntI'Si.avest Society." 

The object of this Society ahoS bs to collect aad dis- 
Eeojinata eoraect information of Hhe -character of slavery, 
and of the actual condition of the slaves and free people 
of colors for the p»Fpos3 ofindaaiag the community So 
adopt such measures, as may be in their powers to dispel 
the prejodice against the people of color, to improve their 
condition, and to bzing aboul ^e speedy abolition of 
slavery, ■ - . 

the funds, sUali be a membor of the Society. 



The c^eej^ of tli@ S&ici!@^ slbd! b@ a F^eeid^t, % .. 

rgtafj^a Tr&esun;!^ Libmiiaii, wlb^ with m, oilier 
membssre. shaU cangtiluie a Board of Ms^ageis. They 
sMi keep a fecoid of their pyo«eeditig)i» whleh^ball 
kid before the Scetel;^ at its stated me?tifig8, Th&f 
sbifdl have power to M any vftcasiey th^it may o^m ia 
theif numWg till the miA annssl m@etio^. 

■ AE'SIOtS IV. 

The Prsgident almli preside at dl meetings of the So? 
cicsty, md rliali hH?e power to call special meetio^s oi Ihe 
Bodetys aad of the Bo^rd. 

The Vice Piesident eludl perfarm ti^ daties ofthe 
Fresideat m her absence*. ' > 

Thf! Becording SecTetary shall k^ep ft record of 
traosaotions of the Society, and m)Ufy all i:&eeUogs of the 
Society. 

The eor^espondlag Secretaiy ehdi keep all commvmi» 
calioQS addre^d to the Society, manage all the €or«> 

Fespdn^sBca xnlk mj other badisa of iadli'idaebs ascoral" 
is3g to the direeti^Fss of the Sodstj os.of the Msaagers. ■ 

■ The TiecGisjeE- shall cblisc? STibscriptioias and gmnt(? 
to the Sosiefiyssake paymeat? a^ssorsHeg t.o its difeetioBsS 
and those ef its Managers, and present an audited repprt 
at each annaai meeting. 

"S'lse L?.l?rGKa:i o?jal! take eha?g'e.of nl! cooks one'.' mra- 
pMets belonging to the Soeiety, md conform Is Ihe mlm 




Tby the-^ Society, for tho; maaagenxent of the 



Stated meetings of tliQ Society gkali be held on the 
second Fiftji-day in eveuy^month, excepting the Seveath 
and Eighth months, (July and Axigust.) 

' ' \. :. , : \ ymretc^ , * . 

The annual m^eetmg shall be held on the second Fifth- 
day^ (Thursday,) of the First month, (January,) at which 
time the reports of the Board and Treasurer shall be pre- 
.senited, and the officers for the ensuing year elected. 

It isi^specidly recommended that the members of this 
JSociety should entirely abstain from purchasing the pro- 
dacts bfslWe labor, that may be able consistently to 
plead th^ caxKe of our brethren in bon^^ 

This constitution rnay be altered at any stated meeting 
ay thig vote of twb-tfairds of the membeni present, notice 
J having been given at a previous meeting. 
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